Belgium / France
Beer. Bike. Hike.
Trip Summary
France and Belgium are arguably the best producers of Beer and Cider in the world. Home of the
original micro-brew, and great local cideries France and Belgium have been crafting delicious
beverages for centuries and are home to some of the worlds most refined brews. Hike along the
historic coast-line of Dunkirk, France sipping on local ciders and nibbling on local cheeses. Cycle
through the brewery strewn countryside of West-Vletteren Belgium in search of our next favorite local
beer. Stay in beautiful and under-visited Belgian and French villages exploring the lively pub culture
and local food scene. Meet brewers, beer connoisseurs, and brazen chefs to find out what makes
Northern France, and Belgium amongst the hidden culinary gems of Europe. One of the most cycle
friendly places on the planet, the bicycle is the perfect way to explore Flanders in the North of Belgium.
And with its great coastal hiking network, France is perfect to see on foot. Waiting around almost every
bend in the road is a new delight, from the chocolates to the waffles, from fries to cheese, we'll
contemplate these delicacies over a fine monk brewed Trappist beer... mmm...

Itinerary
Day 1: Dunkirk
After meeting at the hotel in Brussels we transfer to Reserve Naturelle Dune Dewulf on the outskirts
of Dunkirk, France • After a short hike through the dunes, visit the Batterie de Leffrinckoucke, a chilling
collection of bunkers and military complexes left to whither in the sand dunes since WWI • Afterwards,
you’ll pass by the Cimetiere Militaire de Leffrinckoucke on the way to the Fort des Dunes, a stunningly
situated war museum in an old fort, surrounded by the shifting sand dunes • Decide to continue on
foot to the hotel via a beach promenade, or if you choose to linger at the museum you can also catch
ride back before a welcome drink on the beach • Overnight at Merveilleux (L, D)

Day 2: Dunkirk
After breakfast we cycle through the heart of Dunkirk passing a sculpture garden, war museum, a
gothic church, and the Port before heading out of town along the canal de Bergues • After reaching
the charming village of Begues and its ramparts, we’ll stop to take in the old Saint-Winoc Abbey and
it’s pleasant gardens • Cycle to the family run artisanal brewery Brasserie, where you’ll find unfiltered,
unpasteurized and refermented craft beers • After lunch, wander in the gardens of the magnificent
Château d'Esquelbecq, or decide to start your bike ride back into Dunkirk for some free time to visit
one of many sights or just enjoy a night on your own • Overnight at Merveilleux (B, L)

Day 3: Ypres
Beer connoisseurs will savor todays ride to Belgium where they’ll experience some of the world’s best
beers • Enjoy lunch across the street from the Sint-Sixtus abbey of Westvleteren, where they make
one of the most sought after beers in the world • After lunch continue to the Talbot House in the
beautiful city of Poperinge, a place where soldiers sought refuge from the front lines during WWI
• Afterwards choose to cycle back to the hotel, or continue on to Watou, the home of the St Bernardus
Brewery and a fantastic beer terrace overlooking the area hop fields • Tonight, stay in the city of Ypres
and experience the cozy Belgian night life • Overnight at Hotel Ariane (B, L, D)

The toughest part is going home.SM
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Day 4: Ypres
This morning we’ll start at the In Flanders Fields Museum of Ypres, the quintessential WWI museum
• Then begin a pleasant bike ride through the Flanders fields, visiting the Essex Farm where John
McCrae wrote the famous WWI poem “In Flanders Fields” • In the afternoon, we venture to the
stunning Roeselare, where cycling enthusiasts can check out the Koers cycling museum before
making a return to Ypres • Overnight at Hotel Ariane (B, L, D)

Day 5: Bruges
Experience a magical morning as you set off by kayak from the town of Beernem, to the city gates of
Bruges as you paddle along the Ghent/ Bruges Canal and stop for an awesome BBQ • In the afternoon
enjoy some free time in Bruges to climb the bell tower, visit some amazing art museums, or just stroll
around collecting chocolate from the world-famous chocolatiers • In the late afternoon visit the Brewery
de Halve Maan for brewery tour and decide to eat at the Breweries cozy restaurant, or discover one
of the many exquisite restaurants that lie within the city • Overnight at Hotel de Tuilerieën (B, L)

Day 6: Bruges
This morning we’ll enjoy a thrilling bike ride to the coast along canal laden Belgian countryside • Visit
the coastal resort town of Ostende and take a swim in the North Sea along the sand-dune-filled stretch
of beaches • Return by bike to Bruges before a magical final dinner complete with Beer and Chocolate
pairings • Overnight at Hotel de Tuilerieën (B, D)

Day 7: Brussels
Enjoy a hot breakfast before being transferred to Brussels airport, or train station for your departure
home • No overnight (B)
**Trip itineraries are subject to change without notice due to road, weather and other factors outside
of our control, for the safety and enjoyment of our guests, as deemed necessary and appropriate by
Austin Adventures.
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Activities
Cycling:
Day 2 bicycle mileage options: 14 / 29 mi
Day 3 bicycle mileage options: 23 / 31 / 33 mi
Day 4 bicycle mileage options: 17 / 34 mi
Day 6 bicycle mileage options: 16 / 34 mi
Hiking:
Day 1 Hiking mileage options: 3 / 6 mi
Kayaking:
Day 5 options: 6 mi
Discovery:
Discover the land of Beer and Biking as these two past-times pair perfectly in Northern France and
Belgium. Beer and Chocolate fans will experience pure bliss in Bruges with some of the most amazing
pubs and chocolatiers in the world. History buffs will marvel at the bunkers and battlefields sprinkled
across France and Belgium and will visit sobering sights such as Memorial Museum Passchendaele
where half a million men lost their lives for 8 kilometers of gained ground. Visit the undiscovered gems
of Bergues, Poperinge, and Ypres; medieval cities with charm, history and a wonderful beer selection.
Experience unbelievable chateaus, heart wrenching museums, and culinary delights. Last but not
least, in the land that invented the microbrew, you’ll visit the coziest of pubs and family run breweries,
all on your way to discovering your next favorite beer, and perhaps one of your new favorite countries…
Austin Adventures guides are experienced facilitators and regional experts. They take the time to
explain the local history and daily sightseeing and route options. Each route has been carefully
planned to include options to please each traveler’s interests. Austin Adventures guides are available
to help you select the distance that’s right for you and to offer advice and assistance as you desire.
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Distinctive Accommodation
Nights 1 & 2: Merveilleux
Le Merveilleux Inn and its restaurant offer a cozy setting right in front of the harbor, ideally located in
the heart of the town of Dunkirk and withing walking distance of the iconic Malo-Les-Bains beach.
Every single bedroom has been furnished and decorated with care to offer a sensation of well-being
in a cozy and cosseted intimacy. Time to wake up? Start your day off on the right foot and enjoy a
delicious continental breakfast brought to your room from 7 am to 10 am or just come and help yourself
right from the buffet laid out in the dining room of the hotel restaurant.

Nights 4 & 5: Hotel Ariane
So quietly located and yet very close to the town center! The hotel is located in peaceful, tranquil
gardens - the perfect base for exploring the town and the surrounding area. Just a few streets away is
the historic center of Ypres, with the Menin Gate, the Cloth Hall, the Yper Museum and the In Flanders
Fields Museum. Complete with a cozy garden terrace and bar, the hotel also features a small WWI
museum in the lobby.

Night 5 & 6: De Tuilerieën Hôtel
An elegant patrician house from the 15th century has been transformed into a luxurious, contemporary
hotel. Hotel De Tuilerieën counts 45 unique rooms. All rooms combine modern comfort with authentic
charm. They all have free Wifi access, Flat screen TV’s, air conditioning, coffee making facilities... The
enthralling location along the most beautiful canals of Bruges "Den Dijver" (also called 'Holy Water'
and one of the oldest canals in the city) immediately immerses you in the enchanting atmosphere of
the historic city. The hotel is ideally located at just 50 meters from the celebrated market square. The
hotel has a bar & lounge, private car park, indoor swimming pool, sauna, terrace, as well as a meeting
room. Each morning you can enjoy a lovely breakfast.
Meals

The hallmark of an Austin Adventures vacation is our exceptional dining. All meals: breakfasts,
lunches, snacks, dinners, refreshments and receptions are included as indicated by itinerary. (B =
Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner). Alcoholic beverages and related gratuities are not included in the
trip price.
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Arrival and Departures
Prior to the trip, arrive at your own convenience in Brussels. On Day 1, we will meet you in the lobby
of Hotel Hubert - Grand Place at 8:30 a.m. After a 2-hour transfer to Dunkirk the hiking begins in the
Reserve Naturelle Dune Dewulf. After breakfast on Day 7, we take you to the airport, train station, or
the hotel of your choice in Brussels (1.5-hour transfer).

Trip Price
$3,398 ($580 single supplement)

Trip Length
7 days/ 6 nights

2022 Dates
June 24 – 30

Host City
Brussels, Belgium (airport code BRU)

Reservations & Availability
1.800.575.1540

Slow down and smell the grapes
in beautiful Champagne & Burgundy

The toughest part is going home.SM
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Trip Reservations
Reservations, Deposits and Balances Due
To make a reservation, contact Austin Adventures with your choice of trip and dates. A $500 per
person deposit is required to confirm your reservation. Some Custom and International programs
may require additional deposits. Full payment is required at the time of booking if your trip departs
within 90 days. Choose one of the following contact methods:
Toll free: 800.575.1540
Phone: 406.655.4591
Online: austinadventures.com
Email: reservations@austinadventures.com
Mail: Austin Adventures, P.O. Box 81025, Billings, MT 59108
* You may also book your Austin Adventure with your preferred travel professional.
** We accept most major credit cards and personal checks (U.S. funds made payable to Austin
Adventures). Please do not send cash.
Included in the Trip Price
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Double occupancy rooms with private baths.
All breakfasts. Lunches and dinners as listed by day. Snacks along the route.
Fully trained, first-aid certified professional guides and knowledgeable local partners.
Bikes, helmets and other necessary equipment – all safe and well maintained.
Vehicle support and land transportation during the trip.
Austin Adventures T-shirt, water bottle, luggage tags and luggage service.
Pre-departure and packing information.
Incidental expenses such as taxes, dining and housekeeping gratuities, local guide and expert
gratuities.

Not Included in the Trip Price
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gratuities to Austin Adventures guides.
Alcoholic beverages and related gratuities.
Pre-and post-trip accommodations and associated expenses.
Air and Custom
land transportation
to/from host cities.
Private
Trips
All types of personal insurance.
Maybe
your
vacation schedule doesn’t fit our list of trips and dates. Or perhaps you’d prefer a slightly
Personal
expenses.
different itinerary or level of luxury and activity. A Custom Adventure is the perfect answer. You pick
the date and Information
destination and brief us on the size of your group, what activities you want, your “must
Pre-departure
haves” and just how you like to relax and unwind. No detail is too small, no idea too outrageous. Our
After receiving your reservation and deposit, we’ll send you a pre-trip planner with general information
about the area you’ll be visiting, a packing list, exercise guidelines, a guest information questionnaire
and a liability release agreement for you to sign and return within 10 days.

The toughest part is going home.SM
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Private Custom Trips

Maybe your vacation schedule doesn’t fit our list of trips and dates. Or perhaps you’d prefer a slightly
different itinerary or level of luxury and activity. A Custom Adventure is the perfect answer. You pick
the date and destination and brief us on the size of your group, what activities you want, your “must
haves” and just how you like to relax and unwind. No detail is too small, no idea too outrageous. Our
staff of experts will help create a tailor-made vacation that’s just right for you and your group. In short,
if you can dream it, we can make it happen.
Room Occupancy, Single Supplements, and Shared Room Assignments

All trip prices are based on double adult room occupancy. Each additional person in a room receives
a 10% discount (not combinable with other discounts). Single rooms are available for an additional
charge. If you are traveling alone and wish to share a room and you inform us of this at the time of
booking (a minimum of 90 days prior to departure) we will attempt to find a suitable roommate for you.
On most trips, if we are unable to accommodate your request, you will receive a private room and be
assessed 50% of the customary single supplement.
Minimum Age

The minimum age on our non-family designated adult and teen adventures is sixteen years old.
Cancellations and Refunds

The following cancellation policies and cancellation fees are in effect:
***As with deposits on some international and custom programs, refund schedule may vary, speak
with your Adventure Consultant for details.
Cancellation 91 days or more before trip departure – Full trip payment refunded less a $300 per
person administration fee
Cancellation 61-90 days before trip departure – Full trip payment less 25% per person is refunded
Cancellation 31-60 days before trip departure – 50% of the trip payment is refunded
Cancellation 0-30 days before trip departure – No refund is given

Our Guarantee
Exceeding your expectations is our number one priority. In the unlikely event that you are dissatisfied
with something during your trip, immediately notify your guide(s). If he or she is unable to resolve the
issue, call our main office and give us the details of the problem, and a chance to correct it. We will do
our best to find a resolution. If we are unable to do so during your trip, we will work with you upon your
return home to arrive at a fair and equitable solution, including up to a full refund.
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